
 

 

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
820 Howard Street    PO Box 596     Carthage MO 64836 
417-358-4631                   fax 417-358-6775     
gracechcar@sbcglobal.net   www.gracecarthage.org 

The SPIRIT of GRACE 

Regular Events... 
Sunday 
Å Holy Eucharist 8 & 10:30  

Å Acolyte Practice 9 

Å La Santa Misa 12  

Å Estudia Biblica 1:30 

Monday 
Å Quilting Group 1  

Å   Narcotics Anonymous 7 

Tuesday 
Å Menõs Social @ St Lukeõs 10  

Å Coro en Espanol 5  

Å Girl Scouts 6 

Wednesday 
Å Choir practice 5:30  

Å Holy Eucharist 6   

Å Dinner, Bible Study & Youth 

Groups 6:30  
Thursday 
Å Holy Eucharist @ St Lukeõs 2  

Å Friends Anonymous 4  

Friday 
Å Holy Eucharist 10  

Saturday 
Å Altar Guild 9  

Å Holy Eucharist 5  

Å Estudia Biblica 7  

From the Rectory:  
The Rev. Steven C. Wilson 

Dec 2009 

Dec Coffee Hosts 
Claude & Karen Newport 

   What would the first Christ-
mas Eve at Grace Church have 
looked like? The congregation 
would have gathered for a ser-
vice, probably Evening Prayer 
(Communion being still infre-
quently celebrated in those 
days). There would have been 
no organ, choir, incense, or 
poinsettias. On Christmas day 
itself, Communion was likely 
celebrated, but only confirmed 
adult members took the Sacra-
ment. Given Grace Churchõs  
history as a hotbed of òHigh 
Churchó ritual, a colored stole 
was probably worn by the priest, 
white or red, and faintly scandal-
ous. The only other churches in 
town were Presbyterians and 
Baptists, so we would have had 
the only religious observances in 
the county in 1869.  
   Families might have ex-
changed small gifts. It is likely 
that the family meal was ham or 
game, with a steamed pudding 
for dessert. Stockings were hung 
by the chimney to dry, and few if 
any folks could have named 
Santaõs reindeer, if in fact they 
knew who Santa was. Given that 
many of our members were 
English immigrants, one can 
hope that the old English cus-
tom of òboxing day,ó taking 
gifts to the poor on Dec 26, was 
practiced as well.    

   Can you imagine America with-
out Christmas? Christmas today is 
make or break season for retailers, 
the focus of our obsession with 
parties and diets. But until the 
1850s, Christmas was only a reli-
gious holiday of small minority 
churches, including Anglicanism, 
and had almost no secular obser-
vance. When Grace Church was 
founded in 1869, federal employ-
ees still went to work on Decem-
ber 25! 
  The poem òõTwas the Night Be-
fore Christmas,ó written in 1823 by 
a professor at the (Episcopal) Gen-
eral Theological Seminary, began 
the transformation of St. Nicholas 
from a thin, austere martyr bishop 
into a òjolly old elf.ó Readers of the 
poem often fail to notice that the 
room has no Christmas tree, a 
German custom popularized in 
England by Queen Victoriaõs Ger-
man husband, Prince Albert, after 
their marriage in 1840 and not 
widespread in America until immi-
gration from Germany ballooned 
after 1848. 
   Nativity scenes would have been 
limited to Roman Catholic families, 
and early Episcopal hymnals in-
cluded very few carols. òOh Little 
Town of Bethlehemó wasnõt writ-
ten until 1868 (by an Episcopalian), 
and òSilent Night,ó a German 
carol, remained untranslated until 
1863! 

At 9 a.m. on Dec 
22, 1889, the Rev. 
Taylor Chambers, 
Rector, celebrated 
the first Eucharist 
at our altar. Happy 
120th birthday! 



 

 

 

1 Jimmy Grimes, Sabrina Lynch,  
      Mac Kenney, Madison Hogg 
2    Grace Schesser 
4 Patty Byrd, Lily Thompson 
6 Bake Ferguson 
7 Sierra Russow, Johnna Wilson 
8 Pamela Robertson, Taylor & Ka-

tie Mansfield 
9 Ryan Robertson, Pam Williams, 

AJ Rogers, Jairo Puerto 
10 Jennifer Cartright, Camilo Gon-

zalez 
11 Charlie Hauser 
12 Elaine (Lonham) Wurst 
13 Hadlee Castleberry 
14 Barbara Putnam, Fred Campbell 
15 Ashlynn Wilkowski 
16 Dr. Mary Anne Andrews 
17 Phillip Byrd, Dr. David Trobaugh 
18 Evelyn Jackson, Chuck Erwin 
19 Anastasia Wilkowski, Jonathan 

Palma 
20 Larry McGuire, Fallon Ferguson 
21 Ruth Rogers, Sam Wiedemann, 

Pam Borland, Alexandra 
Wilkowski, Samantha Mountjoy 

23 Delores Beiswanger 
24 Chris Wilkowski, Jamie Hensley 
25 Robert Carter 
26 Josh Waggoner, Priscilla Pettie 
27 Joe Ferguson, Abigail Rogers 
28 Gloria Gubser 
29 Frank òShropó Dunaway III, 

Steve Friede, Kaylee Washburn 
31 Ellen Stiles Salchow 
 

ANNIVERSARIES  
12-09   John & Elizabeth Butrick 
12-27   Dane & Katie Bell 
12-29   Don & Sandy Kittrell 
12-29   Jeff & Tammy Anderson 

DEC BIRTHDAYS  

ST LUKEõS NEEDS 
Join us for menõs fellowship each Tuesday morning at St. 
Lukeõs Nursing Center at 10 a.m. See Chuck Erwin for details. 
Each Sat morning, we need volunteer bingo callers to help 
with the social highlight of the weekend at St. Lukeõs. See Rich-
ard Roske for details.  

NEARLY NEW  
Many of our outreach projects are funded by the sale of gently 
used clothing at the Nearly New Shop. We encourage you to 
speak to Cindy Chilton or Carolyn Cole about donations (you 
can receive money back on consignment or make a tax-
deductible contribution) or to volunteer for a 3-hour shift once 
a month. This shop provides many in our community with 
clothing that would otherwise be unaffordable. 
 

 

NA 
Struggling with addiction? Narcotics Anonymous meets every 
Monday at 7 in Spencer Hall.  

UTO 
Fall Ingathering for 2009 was $985.12 from 39 donors. Thank 
you for all your generosity! The United Thank Offering is an 
amazing ministry of the Episcopal Church Women, sending re-
lief and development funds throughout the Anglican world, in-
cluding a grant this year to All Saintsõ, West Plains, for the con-
struction and furnishing of a campus ministry dedicated to sin-
gle parent working students.   
 

RECOVERING FROM LOSS 
There are so many occasions in our lives which cause us grief: 
divorce, loss of a job, retirement, òempty nest,ó major illnesses, 
those òsymbolicó birthdays that end in zero, legal problems, 
death of a family member, friend, or pet (yes, pet). Part of our 
Christian journey is learning to accept these sorrows and use 
them as the springboard for growth in grace, not pretending itõs 
all òokay,ó nor again getting bogged down in sorrow. As the 
holidays approach, Deacon Galen and Father Steve will be lead-
ing a group to help you recover from your own losses. Two 
Sunday evening sessions, Dec 13 and Jan 10 at 6 pm, will meet 
here at the Church. The Grief Recovery Handbook will be 
our text, available from Edith in the Bookstore.  

OUTREACH  
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VESTRY ELECTIONS: JANUARY 17, 2010 
Our nominees for Vestry are: Carolyn Amparan, Chuck Edds, Larry Hartman, Bill Lee, Ida 
Ruth Locarni, and John Schaffer. Nominations from the floor are permitted, but the nominee must 
be a confirmed communicant aged 16 or older òknown to the treasurer.ó Please see the Rector in ad-
vance before nominating from the floor in order to ascertain credentials. 



 

 

Jean Berry, Amanda McClanahan, Mary Helen 
Dunaway, Muriel Hallam, Dorothy Taylor, Doro-
thy Solomonson, Carolene Kelly, Juanita Pence, 
Harley Madsen, Evelyn Jackson, Kay McNew, 
Michelle Short, Lois  Raschke, Tom Adams, Jim 
Brown, Shirely Stigall 
Steve Friede, Betty Goodman, Amanda Erwin, 
Marie Estes, Alicia Wilkowski, Tom Geisert, 
Wanda Spencer, Opal Faye Campbell, Jackie 
Cato, Roy Douglas, Pat Lewis, Barb Dalton, 
Nevin Yankie, Sandi Willhite, Fern Wright, 
Charles Rollins, Marie Wilson, Chuck & Vicki 
Ralston, John Powell, Steve Wampler, Sherry 
Vaughan, Jonie Hughes, Sherrill Miller, Lisa God-
sey/family, Clay Sanger, Tim Gaines, Sylvia 
Gardie-Crow, Dick & Jane Frink, Carol Felton, 
Alex Dunaway, Janet Musser, Kelly Spencer 
(Military service) Joey Olson, Dane Bell, Ethan 
Feurborn, Eric Leek, Jake Douglas, Trevor 
Shields, Jake Berger, Rich Jones, Trey Schesser, 
Ladell Neal, Ed Kvam, Jeffrey Carnes, Allan 
Vaughan, Devon Walker, Jeffrey, Gary Welch, 
Garrick Palermo, Cameron Graham, Josh Pea-
cock, Danny Hughes, Paul Tucker, Leland Camp-
bell, Zao Archer, Mike Johnson, Tim Cousatte 

The Anglican Cycle of Prayer  

Western Texas, Virginia, Kansas, Louisiana,  
Massachusetts, Michigan,  New York, Wyoming 
(USA), Western Izon, Wusasa, Yewa, Yola, 
Zonkwa (Nigeria) West Mexico (Mexico), West-
ern Newfoundland, Yukon (Canada), Western 
Tanganyika, Zanzibar (Tanzania), Wiawso (West 
Africa), Willochra (Australia), Winchester, 
Worcester, York (England) Winward Islands 
(West Indies), Yambio, Yei, Yirol (Sudan) Yan-
gon (Myanmar), Yokohama (Japan), Ysabel 
(Melanesia), Zululand (South Africa) 
 
DUE TO A CHANGE IN GOOGLEõS POLI-
CIES, WE CAN NO LONGER POST AD-
DRESS CHANGES ONLINE AS THEY 
THEN APPEAR IN A CURSORY SEARCH, 
POSING A SECURITY RISK FOR OUR PA-
RISHIONERS. WE APOLOGIZE FOR THIS 
INCONVENIENCE AND ASK YOU TO 
KEEP YOUR DIRECTORY UPDATED 
FROM YOUR PRINT EDITION! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  
To Robert Locarni, Wesley Campbell Sr, Lucas 
Waggoner, and Dominyk Anderson, who were bap-
tized in November 
To Alex Ferrell, who graduates this month from MU 
with honors 

The FAITHFUL DEPARTED  
Doris Young, departed this life Oct 29, buried from 
the Church Nov 4 
Mabel Barr, departed this life Nov 2, buried from 
the Church Nov 5  
Gene Hight, father of JJ Hight, departed this life Oct 
25 
Curt Betebenner, departed this life Nov 13, buried 
from the Church Nov 21 
Mildred M Speck, grandmother of Sylvia Sprenkle, 
Debbie Hertzberg, Michael & Gabriel Speck, de-
parted this life Nov 14 
 

WORK ON HAITIAN SCHOOL  
St. Andreõs in Marcabee, Haiti, is one of our sister 

parishes. Together with 
congregations in New York and Kansas, we have 
helped finance the re-roof of their school. Construc-
tion techniques for public buildings in Haiti are a bit 
different from here, as you can see!  Please pray for 
the project and for Bonnie Jones and Pam Schaffer 
who will travel there in February.    
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The PARISH PRAYER LIST TRANSITIONS, Nov 2009 



 

 

PLATICANDO EN ESPANOL: Padre  Jose Palma 

Vasos de Barro 
   Hoy seguimos siendo vasos de barro, pues 
Dios quién dijo que de las tinieblas resplan-
decerá la luz, es el que ha resplandecido en 
nuestros corazones para iluminación del co-
nocimiento de la gloria de Dios en la faz de 
Cristo. Pero tenemos este tesoro en vasos de 
barro, para que la extraordinaria  grandeza  
del poder sea de Dios y no de nosotros. 2 
Corintios 4:6-7. 
   Hoy necesitamos vivir con la alegr²a de 
sentir el amor de Dios, hoy necesitamos vi-
vir con la confianza de saber que su presen-
cia, nuevamente nos envuelve, él nos ha res-
plandecido, cuando en tinieblas estábamos y 
las tinieblas nos envolvían, él nos fue luz, su 
amor resplandeció sobre nosotros, Dios nos 
iluminó con el conocimiento de su gloria en 
la faz de Cristo y desde ese momento nues-
tra vida no fue la misma, su plenitud en no-
sotros llenándolo todo y confirmándolo to-
do, pero hoy también necesitamos vivir re-
cordando que ese tesoro de su gloria y pleni-
tud de su iluminación y conocimiento están 
en vasos de barro. 
   Somos sus vasos de barro y en estos vasos 
de barro esta ese tesoro, extraordinaria gran-
deza de su poder, de la cual yo no me puedo 
apropiar; hoy no quiero llenar mi vida de 
orgullo y egoísmo, todo lo grande, todo lo 
bueno, todo lo hermoso, todo lo especial, 
que otros puedan ver en mi y en ti hoy es 
solo parte de la extraordinaria grandeza de 
su poder en este vaso de barro. 
   Hoy somos un canal para que ese tesoro 
que viene de Dios, pueda tocar aquellos con 
quiénes estaremos hoy en contacto. Nuestro 
deseo necesita estar centrado en mostrar a 
otros la extraordinaria grandeza de ese teso-
ro en nosotros y através de nosotros, pero  
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que nada de lo que hoy diga o haga tenga sabor a 
barro, pero sabor a tesoro, el tesoro de la bon-
dad, de la humildad, del amor y del servicio, para 
que la gloria sea Dios y no de nosotros. 
   Los que hoy me rodear§n buscar§n el sabor de 
la gloria de Dios, no el sabor del barro. 
   áOh se¶or! gracias por haberme resplandecido, 
gracias por darme tu luz cuando en tinieblas esta-
ba, gracias por haberme iluminado del conoci-
miento de tu gloria, y gracias por hacerme un va-
so de barro, donde pueda estar el tesoro de la ex-
traordinaria grandeza de tu poder, ayúdame hoy a 
vivir consciente de que soy un vaso de barro.  
 

LAS POSADAS NAVIDENAS 
Les invitamos a las posadas navideñas, al diciem-
bre 16-23, todos a 6 horas de las tardes. Las casas 
están:  
Dec 16: Glenda y Loren Erwin, 9953 CR 118 
Dec 17: Melinda y Padre Steve Wilson, 1213 
Grand Avenue 
Dec 18: Carolyn y Gabriel Amparan, 4991 Deer 
Run Loop 
Dec 19: Eugenia Pivaral, 1627 W Oak St, #26 
Dec 20: Maribel y Santos Lopez, 223 Maple St 
Dec 21: Bonnie Jones, 319 East 13th St   
Dec 22: Barbara Mountjoy, 419 Wooster St  
Dec 23: Monica y Jairo Puerto, 909 Poplar   

 
All are invited to the celebration of  Posadas, 
which are held Dec 16-23 at 6 in the evening 
in the homes above. For Anglos who may not 
be òin the know,ó this is a moveable pageant 
in which Joseph and Mary knock on doors 
and are refused shelter. Parties and singing 
take place in the houses while the Holy Fa-
mily searches for shelter elsewhere.  

 
 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bDnCqv1KYKsA05mJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpZm5udGl1BHBvcwM1BHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1hp0fp6dp/EXP=1258224706/**http%3A/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253Fp%


 

 

Sunday  
8, 10:30 am 
Holy Eucharist 
9 am Acolyte Prac-
tice 
9:15 am Sunday 
School  
12 pm Spanish 
Eucharist  

Monday 
1 pm Quilting 
Group  
7 pm NA   
 
òClergy day offó 
 

Tuesday 
10 am Menõs So-
cial Hour, St 
Lukeõs 
6 pm Girl Scouts 
7 pm Spanish 
Choir practice 

 

Wednesday 
5:30 pm Choir  
6 pm Holy 
Eucharist 
6:30 pm Dinner, 
Bible Study, 
Youth Groups  

Thursday 
 
2 pm St Lukeõs 
Eucharist 
 7 pm Spanish 
Prayer Group 

Friday 
10 am Holy 
Eucharist 

Saturday 
5 pm Holy 
Eucharist 
7 pm Estudia 
Biblica  
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December 2009 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Season: Advent  
(through Dec 24) 
Color: Blue  

Season: Christmas 
(Dec 25-31) 
Color: White 
  
(trans)=Not nor-
mally held on this 
date, but moved to 
avoid a conflict 
with Sunday  

 1Nicholas Ferrar 2 Channing Williams 
NO WED 
NIGHT ACTIVI-
TIES 

3 Barbara (trans) 
6 pm Loose Lips 
Sink Ships 

4 John of Damascus 
6 pm Loose Lips 
Sink Ships 

5 Clement of Alexan-
dria  
11:30 First Com-
munion Class 
6 pm Loose Lips 
Sink Ships 

6 
II ADVENT  
Blue candle 
 

7 Ambrose 
7 pm Carthage 
Christmas Parade 

8 Parents of BVM 9 Nicholas of Myra 
(trans) 
6:30 St Nicholas 
Party 

10 11 12 
11:30 First Com-
munion Class 

13 
III ADVENT  
òRose Sunday/Stirrup 
Sundayó 
Pulpit exchange with All 
Saints, Nevada 
Rose candle 
 

14 Lucy (trans) 
5:30 pm St Lukeõs 
Gingerbread Con-
test & Auction 
 

15 
 

16 Ember Day 
6 Posadas Erwin 

17 
All Newsletter 
items due today 
6  Posadas Wilson 

18 Ember Day  
6 Posadas Am-
paran 
6:30 Movie Night: 
òA Christmas 
Storyó 

19 Ember Day 
6 Posadas Pivaral  
 

20 
IV ADVENT  
6 Posadas Lopez 
Blue candle 

21ST THOMAS, 
Apostle 
4 Folding Party 
6 Posadas Jones 

22 
120th anniversary 
of our first com-
munion service in 
the Church build-
ing 
6 Posadas Mountjoy 
 

23 
NO WED 
EUCHARIST  
6 Posadas Puerto 

24 CHRISTMAS 
EVE 
5 Family Service & 
Pageant 
8:30  Buenanoche 
10:30 Midnight 
Mass 

25 CHRISTMAS 
10 Holy Eucharist 

26 ST STEPHEN, 
Deacon and Martyr 

27 
I CHRISTMAS 
NO SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

28 ST JOHN, 
Apostle  
(trans) 

29 HOLY INNO-
CENTS 
(trans) 
Parish House re-
served  

30 FJ Gaudet/ Tho-
mas a Becket 
 

31Sylvester  
10  Holy Eucharist 
& Fireworks 

  

http://www.io.com/~kellywp/LesserFF/Dec/NFerrar.html
http://www.io.com/~kellywp/LesserFF/Dec/Williams.html
http://www.io.com/~kellywp/LesserFF/Dec/JohnDamascus.html
http://www.io.com/~kellywp/LesserFF/Dec/Clement.html
http://www.io.com/~kellywp/LesserFF/Dec/Clement.html
http://www.io.com/~kellywp/LesserFF/Dec/Ambrose.html
http://www.io.com/~kellywp/YearABC/HolyDays/Thomas.html
http://www.io.com/~kellywp/YearABC/HolyDays/Thomas.html
http://www.io.com/~kellywp/YearABC/HolyDays/Stephen.html
http://www.io.com/~kellywp/YearABC/HolyDays/Stephen.html
http://www.io.com/~kellywp/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html
http://www.io.com/~kellywp/YearABC/HolyDays/John.html
http://www.io.com/~kellywp/YearABC/HolyDays/John.html
http://www.io.com/~kellywp/YearABC/HolyDays/HolyInno.html
http://www.io.com/~kellywp/YearABC/HolyDays/HolyInno.html
http://www.io.com/~kellywp/LesserFF/Dec/Gaudet.html
http://www.io.com/~kellywp/LesserFF/Dec/Gaudet.html
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FROM THE DESK OF THE DEACONS:  
The Rev. Galen Snodgrass 

ôDo Not Be Afraidõ 
 The month of December is one with two Liturgical Seasons for us in the Christian Community.  
December 1-December 24 is Advent, a time to prepare for the birth of Godõs Son.  From midnight De-
cember 25 through January 6th is the Season of Christmas - 12 days to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the gift 
of light into the world. Advent is the time period of busy planning and preparation.  Weõll spend lots of 
time at the mall or on-line purchasing gifts for those we love, arrange for visits to or from family and 
friends, attend or host numerous parties, be present at holiday school events, open the paper doors of an 
Advent Calendar, and decorate our homes in the way that makes it special to each of us. The list is very 
long, so I wonõt try to list every possible option.  The hard part of Advent is not to count it as Christmas.  
The hectic pace can often take over the enjoyment of the purpose of the next 27 days.  None of us need 
more to do in a world that asked, òwhat are you going to do for me tomorrow?ó  What can we do to make 
the Season of Advent distinct from the Season of Christmas?  I canõt tell you what to do, but let me share 
what Kim and I plan to do. 

I plan to ring a bell for The Salvation Army one evening and weõll donate an animal to Heifer Inter-
national in the name of our family.  Weõll spend time reading the Bible about the accounts of the birth of 
Jesus as foretold in the Old Testament.  The readings can be found in the Books of Isaiah, Zechariah, Ba-
ruch, Zephaniah, and Micah.  They are a few of the prophets who foretell of Godõs plan for salvation for 
all human kind for all time, writers who by faith describe the anticipated birth of a Messiah, the Son of 
God not yet visible to the human eye and the hope he will bring. If you need help in locating the Biblical 
references turn to the BCP-Lectionary C page 911.  Of course you can also find the Biblical references in 
Lectionary A and B-pages 899 & 900 .  My hope for each and every one of us is that we celebrate the Sea-
son of Advent, not let Advent drive us into frazzled celebration. 

Come Christmas Eve night the multiple services offered at Grace will each have a special impact on 
our life. Iõve come to enjoy the Childrenõs Service in a different way because you never know for sure what 
the kids will do, regardless if they are Mary, Joseph, The Wisemen, or the animals.  Parents, relax about the 
parts and the pageant, because Iõm sure the actual event was not a òHallmark Holiday Event.ó  Instead let 
us all focus on the words of the pageant that come from the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, who describe 
the account in great detail from different perspectives.  Johnõs Gospel relates the story without identifying 
eyewitnesses. For me this year, the focus will be on Lukeõs birth account, an account that records three 
times an angel tells three different famous Biblical characters not to be afraid or fear not.  (Iõm not going 
to tell you who they are, so you can look them up.  Hint: Luke 1:1-2:20).  òNot being afraidó is one of the 
themes in this section of Luke, not the only one, but itõs one that we can certainly learn from at Grace 
Church 2009. 

With the recent horrendous shootings, the daily news programs predicting all kinds of impending 
doom and gloom, plus the release of the movie 2012, our culture is being over-stimulated with the message 
of FEAR.  As a nation weõre addicted to the adrenaline rush of FEAR and the unhealthy need by a few 
fellow Christians to prove the òEndó is going to happen soon.  Our society is addicted to FEAR.  What do 
we do about this national addiction?  òDo Not Be Afraid.ó  Spend your time preparing for the joy of the 
birth of the baby in Bethlehem the way you prepared for your own child, grandchild, nephew, niece, or 
sibling.  Another option could be to be a modern day Shepard or Wiseman standing by the baby Jesus in 
quiet awe; then go out into the world and tell others òDo Not Be Afraid.ó  I propose that if we celebrate 
the two seasons with our hearts, minds, and souls, weõll be more joyous than ever before.  Your neighbors 
will see you ôNot Being Afraidõ and wonder why you seem calm and happy.  Itõs at that you moment you 
have the opportunity of sharing the Christian message of òDo Not Be Afraid.ó  What a great way to begin 
2010 proclaiming The Light of the World as come to pass.  Do Not Be Afraid. 

          Deacon Galen 

   

  



 

 

VESTRY UPDATE 
At the Nov 17 meeting the following was discussed: 

Rectorõs Report: The Diocesan Convention out-
lined the Bishop Election process, which should 
include nominations sometime by early next sum-
mer and an opportunity to meet the nominees in 
the Southern Deanery, followed by election in No-
vember. We have had numerous baptisms the past 
few weeks and will have about a dozen adult con-
firmands at the end of the month.  
Fr. Palmaõs Report: Noel has had seven baptisms 
recently and attendance of 46 on Nov 8; Grace 
Churchõs congregation had 38 on Nov 15. The old 
sound system from Grace Church has been do-
nated to St. Nicholas, Noel. 
Deacon Galenõs Report: Construction in Marca-
bee has begun (see photos on page three), and we 
have two parishioners interested in visiting on a 
work week in February. 
Senior Warden: We have six nominees for the 
Vestry who will stand for election at the  Jan 17 
annual meeting. 
Junior Warden: The gutters have been com-
pleted, mostly repaired but partially replaced. The 
north wall of the Church and the office wing need 
to be tuck pointed badly, as they have been leak-
ing, and we have asked for bids. The pew cushions 
have had serious wax damage from candles and 
will be out for a week before Christmas being re-
paired. 
Treasurer: October was a better month than ex-
pected, and we are $4200 over budget year to date. 
Current year pledges are coming in very slowly. 
With 82 pledges in for 2010, twenty-five are raised 
from before, 10 lower, and 47 the same. Thirty 
nine pledge units from 2009 have not returned 
their pledge yet.  
New Business: A preliminary budget was exam-
ined and will be finalized at the next Vestry meet-
ing, which will be held Tuesday, Jan 5 at 7 pm.       

7 

Time is running out to join the rector on a 12-day trip 
to Israel from May 11-24 of 2010. We will stay on the 
Mediterranean one night, in Nazareth three nights, 
and in the Cathedral in Jerusalem (just north of the 
walled city) the remaining dates. Cost will be approxi-
mately $3400 for everything, including all meals and air-
line taxes (current quotes onlyñtaxes can be altered 
by government decree to within one month of 
flights). Valid passport required. See Fr. Wilson in the 
next few weeks to get further information on this visit 
to the Holy Sites of our faith. Please note that this 
schedule will have us in Jerusalem on Pentecost, an 
amazing opportunity to not only òvisit the sites,ó but 
to also experience the Holy City during one of the 
liturgical highlights of the year.  

WORSHIP 

The GREENING of  the CHURCH  
5 p.m. Sun, Dec 20 

Join us to decorate the Church,  
share some wassail, and sing hymns!   

 

PAGEANT 5 p.m. 
A family friendly service with roles for all children 
who wish to participate in the pageant: angels, ani-

mals, shepherds, kings, come one, come all!  
 

BUENANOCHE, 8:30 p.m. 
The end of the posadas (see the Spanish page for  

details of posadas celebrations, to which you are in-
vited!) is celebrated with the welcoming of Mary and 

Joseph into the stable. Todo en espanol!  
 

MIDNIGHT MASS, 10:30 p.m. 
The grand celebration of Christõs birth, with incense 
and choir. Come early and enjoy the musical prelude, 

beginning at 10 p.m. 
 

CHRISTMAS MORNING, 10 a.m. 
Quiet and introspective. 

 

NEW YEARSõ EVE, 10 p.m. 
The Vigil of the Holy Name of Jesus,  

with fireworks following.  

ISRAEL: May 2010 

Please return your pledge cards for 

2010.  Grace Church runs a balanced 

budgetðyour commitment to our 

mutual ministry funds the future! 
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EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS IN DEC 2009  

Sunday, Dec 6 
8 am 

Reader:    Kelly Roske 
Chalice:   Larry Ross 
Subdeacon:  Wayne Ytell 
Server:  Richard Roske 
Sacristan:  Jacqui Johnson 

 

10:30 am 
OT:  Mark Sponaugle 
NT:  Michael Goolsby-
Chalice:  Scott Stone 
Subdeacon: Margie Tucker 
Acolyte Mentor: Brad Cameron  
Servers:  Ian Kyger Capt 
  Jackie Spencer 
Crosses:  Quincy & Emma  
  Charleston  
Torches:  Jay & Tom  
  Simmons  
Sacristan:  Marcia McGuire 
Ushers:  Larry Hartman 
  Larry McGuire 
AV:   Mike & Ryan  
  Robertson 

Sunday, Dec 13 
8 am 

Reader:  Wayne Ytell 
Chalice: Wayne Ytell 
Subdeacon: Larry Ross 
Server:  Michelle Sexton  
Sacristan:  Beth Simmons 

10:30 am 
OT:  Kelly Roske  
NT:  Bonnie Jones  
Chalice:  Bonnie Jones 
Subdeacon:   Charlyn Kester 
Acolyte Mentor: Michelle Sexton  
Servers:   Ashley Heidlage Capt

  Deandra Sexton 
Crosses:  Drew Schesser 
  Julio Ovalle 
Torches:  Carlie Wakefield 
  Matt Goolsby 
Sacristan:  Chalaine Bell 
Ushers:  Frank Lane 
  Claude Newport 
AV:   Jim & Colby  
  Wakefield 
 

Sunday, Dec 20 
8 am 

Reader:    Dana Cameron 
Chalice:  Larry Ross 
Subdeacon:  Wayne Ytell 
Server:  Brad Cameron  
Sacristan:  Beth Simmons 

10:30 am 
OT:  Donna Lane  
NT:  George Platt 
Chalice:  Bill Putnam 
Subdeacon:  George Platt 
Acolyte Mentor: Madi Kyger  
Servers:  Madeline Marsden Capt 
             Ellen Stiles Salchow 
Crosses:  Will Mansfield 
  Chase Taylor  
Torches:  Katie & Taylor  
  Mansfield 
Sacristan:  Chalaine Bell 
Ushers:   Chuck Erwin 
  Loren Erwin 
AV:   Elisa White 

Sunday, Dec 27 
8 am 

Reader:   Kelly Roske 
Chalice:  Brad Cameron 
Subdeacon:  Brad Cameron 
Server:  Nancy Dymott 
Sacristan:  Jacqui Johhson 
 

10:30 am 
OT:  Glenda Erwin 
NT:  Margie Tucker 
Chalice:  Tom Flanigan 
Subdeacon:  Wayne Ytell 
Acolyte Mentor: Elaine Wurst 
Servers:         Cecilie Washburn Capt 
Cross:           Oliver Sprenkle 
Torches:    Alex & Anna Wilkowski 
       Savannah & Wesley  
               Campbell 
Sacristan:  Marcia MeGuire 
Ushers:   Steve Freide 
  Mike Goolsby  
AV:   Joel Erdman 

Wednesdays, 6 pm  
Wed, Dec 2 

Reader:  Julie Anderson 
Chalice:   Ron Ferguson 
Sacristan: Barbara Mountjoy 

 

 

Wed, Dec 9:  
St Nicholas Celebration 

Reader:  Glenda Erwin 
Chalice:  Margie Tucker 
Sacristan: Barbara Mountjoy 

 

Wed, Dec 16 
Reader:   Margie Tucker 
Chalice:   Scott Stone 
Sacristan: Barbara Mountjoy 

 

Wed, Dec 23 
No Service tonight 

 

Wed, Dec 30 
Reader/Chalice:   
Sacristan: Barbara Mountjoy 

 

 

Saturdays, 5 pm 
Sat, Dec 5 

Reader:  Scott Stone 
Sacristan:  Ann Carter 
 

Sat, Dec 12 
Reader:  Glenda Erwin  
Sacristan:  Ann Carter 
 

Sat, Dec 19 
Reader:  Scott Stone 
Sacristan:   Ann Carter 
 

Sat, Dec 26 
Reader:  Jack Slates 
Sacristan:  Beth Simmons  
 

Thursdays, 2 pm 
 Sacristans: Ann Ulmer 

 

Fridays, 10 am 
 Sacristan: Sue Neely 



 

 

EDUCATION  
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COMING IN JANUARY...  
 

Epiphany: Wed, Jan 6, 6 p.m. 
The Festival of  Three Kings 

 

The Baptism of  Our Lord: Sun, Jan 10,  
Recovery from Loss (6 p.m.) 

 

Second Sunday of  Epiphany:  
Sun, Jan 17, Noon 

Annual Meeting and parish lunch.  
 

The Bishopõs Ball:  
Sat, Jan. 30. 

A festival for our youth, in Kansas City.  
See Kim Snodgrass to volunteer your help! 

 

Acolytes for Christmas Eve will be contacted by mail in the 
next weeks about a schedule and practice 

 
Thurs, Dec 24, Christmas Eve 

5 pm, Pageant 
Reader/Subdeacon:  Wayne Ytell  
Chalice:  Larry Ross 
Sacristan:  Ann Carter  
Ushers:  Mike Robertson, Jim Creighton 
 
 

10:30 pm, Midnight Mass 
INCENSE  

Lessons & Carols Readings:  
1. Genesis 2:4-9, 15-25:  Tom Flanigan 
2. Genesis 3:1-23:  Julie Anderson 
3. Isaiah 40:1-11:  Chuck Edds 
4. Isaiah 7:10-15:  George Platt 
5. Luke 1:5-25:  Debbie Jones 
6. Luke 1:26-38:  Bill Putnam 
7. Hebrews 1:10-12:  Kelly Roske 
OT (Isaiah 62:6-10):  Margie Tucker 
NT (Titus 3:4-7):  Michael Goolsby 
Chalice:  George Platt 
Subdeacon:  Bonnie Jones 
Sacristan:  Marcia McGuire 
Ushers:   Chris Wilkowski, Jim Wakefield
  

 

Fri, Dec 25, Christmas Morning 
10 a.m. 

OT (Isaiah 52:7-10): Tom Flanigan 
NT (Hebrews 1:1-12):  Margie Tucker 
Chalice: Tom Flanigan 
Sacristan: Chalaine Bell 

KIDS & COMMUNION  
Kids in elementary school are invited to our two 
final sessions of òCommunion Preparationó 
classes at 11:30 a.m. on Sat, Dec 5 (take a walk 
through the Sacristy and go òbehind the scenesó at 
Eucharist) and Dec 12 (bake the bread to be used 
at the 10:30 service the next morning). 

 

WED NIGHTS IN DEC  
Our normal Wed night activities in Dec are cur-
tailed due to other activities. On Wed, Dec 2, 
there are no activities for the play. Wed, Dec 9, we 
observe our St. Nicholas festival instead. On Wed, 
Dec 23, there are no activities at all (including no 
Eucharist).    

BIBLE POTLUCK  
A newly formed group of people have gathered 
several times in homes for informal conversation 
about a Bible verse they bring for discussion. 
Members check in about events of the week and 
discuss what the passages say to them in regards 
to their lives. Often there are many questions and 
different perspectives. The group meets Weds, 
Dec 9 & 16, at about 7:30 pm. Call Deacon Galen 
at 793-0446 for more information and location. If 
youõre not currently involved with the Wed night 
Bible studies, weõd love to welcome you!  

MINISTERS for CHRISTMAS  

GINGERBREAD CONTEST  
St. Lukeõs Nursing Center hosts its 
fourth annual Gingerbread House 
Contest & Auction at 5:30 pm on 
Monday, Dec 14. All visible elements 
must be edible except lighting. Pro-
ceeds of the auction benefit the resi-
dent fund. Contact St. Lukeõs at 358-
9084 for registration information in 
youth and adult categories. And bring a 
friend and a checkbook to the auction! 
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PARISH LIFE  

POINSETTIAS  
If you would like to 
order an altar Poinset-
tia ($10.00 each) in 
memory of your family 
or friends, please print 
the names clearly and 
leave in the office or 
put in the offering 
plate no later than 
Sun, Dec 20. 

 

ALL HALLOWSõ EVE COSTUMES  
Congratulations to the winners of our All 
Hallowsõ Costume Contest, adjudicated by 
the infallible and invisible òMystery Judge.ó 
  
Most Original: òStatic Clingó Katie Mans-
field; Cutest: òLucille Balló Sarah Wilson 
and òSpider Witchó Olivia Pierce (below 
right); Silliest: òWhoopie Cushionó David 
Sexton; Best Cartoon Character: òLuigió 
Gabriel Wilson (below right); Most Biblical: 
òMosesó Steve Erwin (below left); Most 
Creative: òCereal Killeró Jeanne Goolsby 
Most Terrifying: òBig Bloodshot Eyeó 
Debbie Hertzberg; Winners at Large: 
òLittlest Werewolfó Brayden Wagonner, 
òLegally Blondeó Layla Pettie and Friend 
    
 

ST. MARTHAõS GUILD 
St. Marthaõs Guild will meet Wed., Decem-
ber 9, at 1:00 pm at the Sassy Spoon.  St. 
Marthaõs helps support the needs of our Par-
ish and the mission work of the church.  We 
share the proceeds from  the Nearly New 
Shop which we support by donating items or 
volunteering.  We would love to have new 
members join us.  Questions? Call President 
Doris Sample at 394-2745, or Treasurer Opal 
Faye Campbell at 358-2798. 
 

MOVIE NIGHT  
Our Christmas movie will be ò A Christmas 
Story.ó This 1983 classic of nostalgia features 
a highly dysfunctional family from the 1950s 
who battle bullies, humiliating pink bunny 
pjs, and dadõs embarrassing lamp stand 
shaped like a stripperõs leg to learn that 
Christmas is about more than just a Little 
Orphan Annie decoder ring or a BB gun, 
which will, of course, òput someoneõs eye 
outó if itõs under the tree.  Fun for the whole 
family! Bring a friend and a snack to the Fri, 
Dec 18, screening at 6:30 pm. 

 

ST NICHOLAS PARTY 
Join us after the 6 pm Eucharist on Wed, 

Dec 9, for a special 
St. Nicholas day 
party. Special treats, 
stories, and a visit 
by the Saint himself 
are all part of the 
fun.  Be sure to 
wear shoes appro-
priate to take off 
and get treats inñ
Nicholas has a habit 
of leaving choco-
lates in sneakers. 
One hopes they 
donõt acquire 
òflavoró from the 
sneakers... 

The National Shrine of St. 

�1�L�F�K�R�O�D�V���R�I���0�\�U�D���L�Q���6�W�����/�X�N�H�·�V��
(Episcopal), Germantown, 

Pennsylvania.  


